
 

 

This edition contains reports from the final 3 day-walks for 2020, and the Christmas breakup at Trackside. There will 
be “summer evening walks” only after Christmas and through January.   (See page 4) 

Planning meetings will continue to be conducted on Zoom until such time as we can be together at the Living and 
Learning Centre again.  (Ed.) 

Mt St. Leonard, near Toolangi.  Sunday 8th November.  
Some years ago, I did this walk with our group. It was a cold, wet and foggy 
day but I remember how beautiful it was walking under those majestic tree 
ferns. They reminded me of a fairy land. The only problem was those shiny 
little black leeches that managed to leapfrog up one’s trousers, hoping for a 
taste of human blood. 
The walk didn’t disappoint and luckily this time those little critters were not 
quite as aggressive. They mostly attached to our shoes, loving the taste of 
Jill’s especially as she encountered 12 sticky attachments. 
We all met at the car park-  John, Marg, Mary, Fred, Paul, Arthur, Jill, Kris, 

and myself. Mary, Marie, Helena and Matt, 
who I met for the first time, joined us on this 
lovely sunny spring morning. 
The track was a little muddy in patches and 
littered with many small trees and branches, 
which made for some uncomfortable crawl-
ing, bending and climbing over, but in general the track 
was pretty good. We walked through a densely treed 
area similar to a new growth forest with tall slender 
young trees, that eventually opened up into an older 

forest and a spot to enjoy a lunch break. 
Mt Saint Leonard was the prize of the day, and after a short 
climb up, we reached the viewing platform with evidence of 
the COVID barrier tape still in place. From the platform we had spectacular 360-degree 
views of the Yarra Rangers, and even Melbourne with its high-rise buildings in the dis-
tance. Sorry, John, about your walking pole. It is now someone else’s Christmas gift.                  
From here we came across some of the largest trees I have seen in Victoria. Massively 
tall trees with large spreading girths, like the giant tingle trees that I have seen in West 
Australia. Many had hollows in them large enough to shelter in. 

Then finally we 
arrived at the tree-
fern forest. Wow! 
It was so beauti-
ful! Many ferns 
had soft new 
fronds reaching up 
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to the sky like ballerinas with 
their arms outstretched, and 
their lovely full skirts flowing 
gracefully down around them. 
Thanks Fred for a great choice 
of walk. I thoroughly enjoyed 
the day, chatting to every-
body and meeting the new walkers. Thank you to John for 
writing up the newsletters and Mary for her organisation 
and her enthusiasm in getting us out 
hiking.  

Happy Christmas everyone. Cheers.                    
(Report by Rene) 
 

Mt Ida, near Heathcote. Sun-

day 22nd November.  

Despite the forecast of a hot, humid day, we decided to risk heat 
exhaustion and dehydration and walk to the summit of Mt. Ida. Our 
party consisted of Mary (who will walk anywhere, in any weather), 
Marg, Lena, John and our leader, Paul. 

Luckily the weather defied expectations; it was overcast with a light 
breeze and a few drops of light rain. It certainly didn’t reach the 
expected 34 degrees and it was very pleasant walking weather.  

The terrain consisted of rocky granite outcrops and box-ironbark 
forest. There were still a few wildflowers around; lots of yellow ev-
erlasting daisies and wahlenbergias (native bluebells) Once at the 
summit there were great views across to Heathcote township, vine-
yards and open country.  

There is a huge communication tower and fire lookout tower at the top of the moun-
tain. Fortunately, Paul had done his re-
search and knew that the best views 
are to be found beyond the summit, 
further along the ridge. After taking a 
few photos we settled there for lunch. 
The temperature dropped as the rain 
gradually increased, to the point where 
it was difficult to ignore. A deep blue 

band on the weather app. indicated that some wild weather was approaching, so we 
headed quickly back to the cars along the road. We ended up walking only 8 km be-
cause of the weather. 

Once back in Heathcote we stopped for a coffee in a lovely little café that was built in 
the 1850s. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A big thank you to Paul for not only leading a very pleasant walk, but also for treating us all to coffee.            

           (Report by Marg.) 

 

 

End of Year Walk at Goldie Reserve. Sunday 6th 

December. There were a few apologies from people who could-

n’t make it, Arthur being one. He didn’t want to share his choco-
lates with the rest of us after winning them at the Kris Kindle on 
Friday night. Others had family and friends happening, but there 
were some hardy walkers, braving the elements and heading off 
for the Goldie Reserve, on the old Lancefield/ Kilmore road. 
We walked up Split Staff Gully Road. Isn’t it an interesting name? I 
wonder how it came to be? Along the way Kerry spotted a chough 
nesting in a very high branch; the nest was beautifully made from 
mud. Apparently, they are well used nests, and other birds enjoy 
them too.  
We had an enjoyable morning tea with seating organized for us all, 
with logs and stumps to sit on. A shower came though while were 
sitting there, so it was a scramble to get our coats on. We crossed No 3 
Creek and checked out the old rail tracks that joined up with the 
Heathcote line in Kilmore around Cottage Crescent. We also crossed 
the water race that supplied water to the Goldie goldfields. 
Kerry (a lady with eagle eyes) spotted a koala high in a fork in a 
Stringybark tree. We all spent some time trying to find it. Well done 
Kerry. A wombat was not impressed with our company, so took off in a hurry, not 
even hanging around for a photo, the spoiled sport. Later a black wallaby crossed 
our path, head down and on a mission. 
We were surprised with the profusion of flowers; the fringe lily was extensive and 
blue ‘pincushion’ flowers, a kangaroo apple shrub, and some yellow everlasting 

daisies, although they were past their best. 
We stopped for lunch along the road, beautifully 
socially distanced and right on 12.00 midday. John doesn’t 
like being late for lunch and it was lovely being out in the 
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open spaces. 
Thanks for joining us on our walk Karen. It 
was so good to see you out from Melbourne 
lockdown, back in normal society again and 
enjoying the open spaces. Karen has seen a 
few too many snakes in Melbourne but none 
today, thank heavens. Others to join the walk 
were John and Marg, Kerry, Paul, Fred and 
Mary Happy Christmas to all the bushwalkers.  
Have a lovely time, however you choose to 

spend your day. Looking forward to lots of walks in 2021. Happy walking folks.   (Report by Mary) 
 

Christmas End of Year Breakup at Trackside. Friday 4th 

December. 
A very pleasant evening was spent by 19 of our members at Trackside, in 
Kilmore, to celebrate the end of 2020. What a year it has been, with months 
on end of being confined to our homes and our local area. Poor old Mitchell 
Shire even had to share Melbourne’s heavy lockdown for a while, but it was 
nice to cut free and enjoy the greater freedoms of other regional areas, 
back in May.  
We chose to sit outside, overlooking the racetrack, rather than inside the 
main building. It was a bit  cool for a while but when the gas heaters were 
turned on we had people complaining about the heat. There is no pleasing 
some people. 
A lot of catching up was done with friends we have not seen for a while, 
and a  delicious meal was served to us without the usual bother of standing 
in line to order and collect. Trackside provided full table service for drinks 
and meals, so that was a bonus.  
As usual, the sharing of Kris Kringle gifts was a lot of fun. There were such a 

lot of thoughtful and appropriate gifts. Rene’s home-
made lemon, gin and ginger marmalade was very 
popular, and Lena was very happy with her new 
bushwalking hat. Fortunately, no one wanted to steal 
it from her so we can expect to see her wearing it 
over the summer months. Arthur was very happy 
with his big tin of chocolates. We suggested he might 
like to take them along to Men’s Shed next week, but 
I’m not hopeful. 
Thanks to the organisers and the participants for their company and their gifts. It was a 
happy end to a difficult and disjointed year. (Report by John) 

 Upcoming Walks. Sunday day-walks will now finish up and Wednesday summer-evening walks will 

commence after Christmas and continue each week through January. These typically start  around 7.00 pm , 
they are local and they take a couple of hours to complete.  
Wednesday 30th December 2020. Monument Hill in Kilmore. Leader Kerry. More details closer to the day. 

Wednesday 6th January 2021. Broadford town walk. Leader Arthur. Details to follow. 
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Wednesday 13th January. Mt Piper, around the base walk. Leader Paul. Details to follow. 

Wednesday 20th January. Wandong G’day walk. Leader Fred. Details to follow. 

Wednesday 27th January. Seymour river walk. Leaders John and Judy. Details to follow. 

Please note these are proposed walks and may change. Any change to a walk will always be sent out by 

email a few days before, along with extra details, contacts and meeting arrangements. 

 

***  See Membership application form on the next page.  

 

John Brissett– Editor 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Mitchell Bushwalking Group 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 
Acknowledgement of Risk – Please read and sign (all members over 18 years must sign) 

 

  
 The club membership year is 1st April 2017 to 30th March 2018. New members January-March pay half the annual subscription.  
Annual membership, which covers insurance through Bushwalking Victoria, is currently under review. For further information please 
email:   mitchellwalksgroup@gmail.com 
 
* This form could be posted  with a cheque to Secretary. Mitchell Bushwalking Group. c/o PO Box 76 , Broadford 3658  OR Scanned 
and sent electronically to mitchellwalksgroup@gmail.com The membership fee could be paid via bank transfer to Mitchell 
Bushwalking Group at Bendigo Bank. The BSB number is 633-000   Account number: 160294047 Please write your surname in the 
details. 

 Contact details may be made available to leaders for the purpose of organising trips. 

Name:                                                                                          M / F      Year born: 

Email:   

Postal Address:   

Phone: Home:                                    Mobile:                                         Work: 

Emergency Contact: Name:                                                                Mobile: 

Do you hold a Level 2 First Aid Certificate?     Y / N                             Date of qualification: 

Brief description of bushwalking/outdoor experience: 
 
 
 

I am aware that my voluntary participation in any activity of this club may expose me to risks that could lead to injury, illness or 
death, or to loss of, or damage to, my property. These risks include, but are not limited to, slippery and/or uneven rocks, dis-
lodged rocks, cliffs, exposure to weather and whiteout conditions, falling and hypothermia. 
To minimize these risks I will endeavour to: 

• Ensure that any activity I participate in is within my capabilities; 

• Carry appropriate food, water and equipment for the activity; 

• Advise the leader if I am taking any medication, or have any physical or other limitation which might affect my participa-
tion;   
and 

• Make every effort to remain with the group during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. 

I have read and understood these requirements and have considered the risks before choosing to sign this Acknowledgement of 
Risk. I accept that in signing this form I will take responsibility for my own actions. 

Name: 

  
  

Signature: Date: 

OFFICE USE ONLY Receipt No: 
Database updated 
Date: 

Membership No: 
Receipt issued 
Date: 

Email notification sent 
Date: 

 


