
 

 

This edition contains reports from some of the Wednesday evening summer walks. Also a January overnight walk on 

the Bogong High Plains . There are some upcoming walks advertised too that should appeal to many of you.  (Ed.)   

Wednesday 30th December 2020. Monument Hill in Kilmore. This must have been proposed  too close     

to  Christmas. The walk was cancelled for of lack of participants. Thanks anyway Kerry for your offer to lead it. 

Wednesday 6th January 2021. Broadford town walk. Arthur led this walk which included a large cir-

cuit around much of the town. We met up at the Broadford railway station, crossed the tracks and headed for 

the newly opened CFA  building and the Ambulance station, by way of Govett Street. From there we recrossed 

the rail track and headed north past Nexus Primary Health, which is hidden away in Ferguson Street and I be-

lieve is mostly only known about by those who use its services. Then, down past the old Broadford Dairy Com-

pany building, and around the Broadford Historical Society’s museum site to the Island Reserve.  There was 

some interest expressed  in seeing the Broadford Men’s Shed facilities, and having a key, I was able to conduct 

a short personalized tour before we headed off along the walking track beside Sunday Creek. The track pro-

ceeds through the old “Guinea Common”, one of 4 commons Broadford once had, and now one of only a cou-

ple remaining in Victoria. 

The Guinea Common was so-called because many years ago, residents could graze a cow on this common 

(public) land for the price of  £1/1/0 (or 1 guinea) per year.  A guinea converted to $2.10 in 1966 when decimal 

currency was introduced. 

It’s quite a lovely walk along the creek and behind the cemetery where the Shire has done some recent planting  

of native plants to beautify the area. Finally, along Mollison Street, past the swimming pool to Pinnager Street, 

and back to the railway station. It was a short, pleasant walk with friends on a warm evening.  

Thanks to Arthur for leading it  and all those who joined in.                           (Report by John) 

Wednesday 13th January. Mt Piper, around the base walk. Paul was the leader of this walk of about 

6 kilometers. Paul had done his homework and was able to inform our group about early mining and more re-

cent applications for mining licenses around Mt Piper reserve.  The walk had a few hills but was mostly on un-

dulating land and on clearly marked track.  
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All that remains today of Broadford Dairy Company (above), 
and in its heyday (right). Also known also as the Broadford but-
ter factory, it operated from 1898 to 1941 and was reported to 
have produced butter of very high quality. 
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A friend of mine who regularly conducts Golden Sun Moth 

and butterfly counts at Mt Piper asked if the group would 

keep an eye out for any butterflies, while walking. Appar-

ently numbers vary wildly depending on weather conditions 

and other factors. He was delighted to hear that our group 

stopped counting at 300, and well before completing the 

walk. Walkers, are (from left) Fred, Wilma, Fran, Lisa, John 

B, Judy, John R, Paul, Tony and Sue. Special thanks to Paul 

for leading.              
        (Report by John) 

 

 

Wednesday 20th January. Wandong “G’day walk”. 
Leader Fred. On Wednesday 20th January our walkers en-

joyed a pleasant stroll through Wandong and Heathcote 

Junction. The predicted hot weather lasted only for the first 

part of the walk; we enjoyed a cooler breeze for the re-

mainder. 

We started at the railway station main car park and then 

crossed the pictured rail bridge; some say it can be seen 

from space. 

Walkers were Wilma, Kerrie, Joanne (new walker from Kil-
more), Sue Tony and Dean, Paul, John Cotter and I. 
We did the walk in reverse and found this worked well; the main climb from Nth Mtn Road to Baden St was 
quickly put behind us. The later start (1900hrs) proved a success, we were finished by 2030hrs. 
Looking forward to next week’s walk in Seymour. 

 
 
 
I took a couple of pictures, the one on the left shows 
how dry the path sides are, and the one on the right is  
of Wilma coming off the bridge ramp. 
 

        (Report by Fred) 

 

 

 

Wednesday 27th January. Seymour River Walk. Wednesday 27th January. 
It was a warm summer evening when 9 of our members met up to walk along the Seymour river trail. John 
and Judy were to lead this walk, but after taking names and organising the pub meal afterwards, Judy was 
feeling unwell, and it fell on John to lead the walk. 
Starting at Lions Park beside the Goulburn River, we walked upstream past the remains of the old wooden 
bridge which once carried Hume Highway traffic. Some of us reminisced about travelling across it many years 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ago, and John R was able to enlighten us with some early 
discussions that took place to have it decommissioned. 
John was an engineer with Seymour Shire at the time and It 
had been a big cost on the local council budget to maintain 
the old bridge after the new one had been constructed. 
Continuing south we passed the Somerset Winery vine-
yards and observed the developing bunches of grapes 
which were unfortunately still too sour to enjoy. There are 
a few vines growing outside the boundary fence and I seem 
to always choose the wrong time to sample them. 
Kerry spotted a group of flying foxes in one of those mag-
nificent old gum 
trees by the river 
and was able to 

get some wonderful photos with her telephoto lens. I was too busy talk-
ing and only heard about them afterwards. 
Following Judy’s suggestion, we then headed up to the newly renovated 
Prince of Wales Hotel for dinner. It has been tastefully upgraded and the 
meal was both very tasty and good value. I was also pleased to see that 
there were none of those awful TV screens around to disturb conversa-
tion and distract us from a pleasant dining experience. 
Thanks to John and Judy for being the contacts and offering to lead the 
walk, and to Fran, Tony, Sue, Wilma, Lisa, Marg and Mary for partici-
pating.                
Thanks to John R and Kerry for the photos.                 
       (Report by John B.) 
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Weekend January 23rd and 24th. Fitzgerald's Hut. Kids and beginners overnight hike. 
13 walkers left their cars and walked up Watchbed Creek management track. The weather forecast for Benal-
la was very hot temperatures (37-39). The Falls Creek forecast was 23-25 degrees, gentle breezes with no rain 
or thunderstorms.  
The group stopped for lunch at the track intersection where walkers turn towards Mt Hotham, Mt Bogong or 
Fitzgerald's Hut. We could see Mt Buffalo, The Fainters and Mt Feathertop in the distance. 
The track to Fitzgerald's Hut wound through snow grass meadows and under snow gums. 
On arrival tents were pitched, cups of tea brewed and the little hut explored. It was rebuilt in 1993 after it 
had been burnt down. 
Some walkers walked to Kelly's Hut which faces the Snowy Mountains. 
After our evening meal we shared poetry and marshmallows around the campfire. The stars sparkled in the 
dark sky. Antechinus (tiny marsupial mice) scampered along the rafters in the toilet. A hare ran across the 
snow grass. 
Next day the group packed up, walked back to the cars and returned to the hot lowlands. 

(Report by Helen Spinks . Benalla Bushwalking Club.) 

  

 

(Looks good, eh?  Ed.) 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Walks  *** Walks are proposed and may change. Always check your email for changes and 

more details a day or 2 before the walk. *** 

 

Sunday , February 7th. Anderson Mill Walk. Trentham. 

Fred will be leading this walk which will be about 8 km. on mostly well-formed tracks. 

Start at the Firth picnic area and take the Anderson mill walk track, this is a well walked and marked 
trail that is about 2:5 Klm’s to the old saw mill site, all that remains is a huge mound of saw dust. From 
here we took the Anderson mill track south till we turned off at a large clearing and followed an old un-
marked track west, this snaked it’s way back to a well defined fire trail north and back to the Anderson 
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mill walk track, the last little bit was through a swampy area ( bush bash ). Overall an easy walk through 
some good Aussie bush. 
 

Meet at Broadford Living and Learning Centre by 8.45 am, to meet up with Kilmore walkers at the Kilmore 
library carpark by 9.00 am. The drive from Kilmore takes about 50 minutes. 
Contact Fred on 0417 156 044 to book in, or to get more information. More details later. 
 

Sunday, February 21st. Daylesford. 
Mary will be leading this walk at Daylesford.  
Leave from Kilmore at 9am for a 1-hour 5min direct drive to Daylesford, 
OR leave Broadford Living and Learning Centre at 8.50am for a 1-hour 16 minute direct drive to Daylesford. 
Either way we should all arrive in Daylesford by about 10.15am. 
If people are happy to carpool that is their decision at the time, there is NO pressure for people to share if 
they don’t wish too. 
The walk is 8km, and it could be hot. Hence the early start. Make sure you are prepared for that.  
Contact Mary on 0428 479 469, by text please.   More details later. 
 

Two overnight walks. Do one on the weekend, or combine the 2 walks and you 
can do a 5 day walk from Saturday 13th February to Wednesday 17th Febru-
ary….. 
 
SAT/SUN FEB 13/14 RYDERS YARD VIA MT COPE.  This is an 8 kms walk to Ryders Hut, but we will first climb 
up Mt Cope, a little bit of huff and puff required. There will be some off-track walking, to meet up with the 
aqueduct track that will be mostly flat and a firm easy surface to walk along. After a night out, we will then 
continue west to the weir, cross country to the Alpine Walking Track for about ½ km.. Then to the SEC hut (Mt 
Cope) and have lunch, then walk out back to the cars. Please note: this walk is 2 days prior to Gary Macdon-
ald’s, ‘Fainters’ walk, which is for 3 days. So folks, if the mood takes you, you can stay and be 5 days in the 
high country. But for those poor people who have to return to work, you can do just the 2 days over the 
weekend, we are still on the same mountain range. Leader: Mary Adams 0428 479 469 Please send text to 
confirm.  (9km + 9 or 10km) 
 MON/WED FEB 15-17 THE FAINTERS. It’s been a while and it is one of the best spots on the Bogong High 
Plain. No early starts will be required as we will have 2 nights in the one spot. In via the fire trail and set up 
camp. Then the next day, with daypacks, travel over or around the Fainters and we might be able to get to 
Bogong Jack Saddle and back to camp for night 2, then walk out on the 3rd day. The aim is not to rush just 
nice and steady and to take in the sights. We may be lucky to get great sunset and sunrise pics. Leader: Gary 
Macdonald 0421 052 367. 
These two walks can be combined as they are in the same area. Please let Mary know if this is your plan so 
we can organise the appropriate car shuffles, and food. Contact Mary by text please on 0428 479 469.  

(10 km + 8 km +10 km) 

PROPOSED WALK..20-21st March. Cowombat flat on the Victorian & NSW border. 
Proposed walk, looking for those who may be interested in the Cowombat Flat and/ or the Cobberas possible.  
We would travel on the Friday to Omeo and onto Benambra and stay the night. Saturday on the limestone 
road to Cowombat flat track with ‘No through road’ written on it, and travel for about 8km to the entrance of 
the walk. 
1st day: walk about 15 kms mostly a gradual down. Set up camp either in Vic or NSW, whatever takes your 

(Continued from page 4) 
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ancy. 
Explore the headwaters of the Murray, and find the Black and Allan cairn, where the dots start on the map to 
mark the border between NSW & Victoria. 
2nd day: For working people, the next day walk out with that gradual uphill most of the way, back to the cars. 
 

For others, flexible arrangements but be prepared for some more overnight hiking through the Cobberas,. 
This will be confirmed closer to the date and we may divide into 2 groups depending on what people feel 
comfortable with. 
Plan on either an overnight hike or 5-6 days, no facilities, bring what you need. 
Contact Mary by text on 0428479469. 
 
 

**  See Membership application form on the next page.                     

 

              John Brissett– Editor 
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Mitchell Bushwalking Group 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 
Acknowledgement of Risk – Please read and sign (all members over 18 years must sign) 

 

  
 The club membership year is 1st April 2017 to 30th March 2018. New members January-March pay half the annual subscription.  
Annual membership, which covers insurance through Bushwalking Victoria, is currently under review. For further information please 
email:   mitchellwalksgroup@gmail.com 
 
* This form could be posted  with a cheque to Secretary. Mitchell Bushwalking Group. c/o PO Box 76 , Broadford 3658  OR Scanned 
and sent electronically to mitchellwalksgroup@gmail.com The membership fee could be paid via bank transfer to Mitchell 
Bushwalking Group at Bendigo Bank. The BSB number is 633-000   Account number: 160294047 Please write your surname in the 
details. 

 Contact details may be made available to leaders for the purpose of organising trips. 

Name:                                                                                          M / F      Year born: 

Email:   

Postal Address:   

Phone: Home:                                    Mobile:                                         Work: 

Emergency Contact: Name:                                                                Mobile: 

Do you hold a Level 2 First Aid Certificate?     Y / N                             Date of qualification: 

Brief description of bushwalking/outdoor experience: 
 
 
 

I am aware that my voluntary participation in any activity of this club may expose me to risks that could lead to injury, illness or 
death, or to loss of, or damage to, my property. These risks include, but are not limited to, slippery and/or uneven rocks, dis-
lodged rocks, cliffs, exposure to weather and whiteout conditions, falling and hypothermia. 
To minimize these risks I will endeavour to: 

• Ensure that any activity I participate in is within my capabilities; 

• Carry appropriate food, water and equipment for the activity; 

• Advise the leader if I am taking any medication, or have any physical or other limitation which might affect my participa-
tion;   
and 

• Make every effort to remain with the group during the activity and accept the instructions of the leader. 

I have read and understood these requirements and have considered the risks before choosing to sign this Acknowledgement of 
Risk. I accept that in signing this form I will take responsibility for my own actions. 

Name: 

  
  

Signature: Date: 

OFFICE USE ONLY Receipt No: 
Database updated 
Date: 

Membership No: 
Receipt issued 
Date: 

Email notification sent 
Date: 

 


